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Overview 

 

Ireland’s National Research Policy 

Enterprise Ireland 

Horizon 2020 

  





National Research Policy  

 
• National Prioritisation 2011 – 14 priority areas 

• No cuts to research funding during recession - €733m 

• Ranked 8th Innovation Union Scorecard 2015 

• Knowledge Transfer Ireland- promoting commercialisation  

• Directory of Irish Research Centres and Technology Centres 
2015 





EI Strategy 

• Entrepreneurship 

• Innovation 

• Scale 

• Anticipate 

EI has wide remit: Services / sectors / markets /clients / 
Eco-system / stakeholders 

 







IRELAND in Horizon 2020 
 
• Ireland has a national strategy and target – €1.25bn  
• DJEI 
• EI is lead agency in implementation of the Government’s H2020 strategy  
• All-Ireland strategy – Invest NI and InterTrade Ireland  
• Clientbase is industrial (SME/ Mid-caps/ MNC) and academia (universities, 

Institutes of Technology, researchers) 
• Targeted approach- pipeline developed from national launch event, FP7 

participants, NCP and EEN contacts, Sector approach – EI & IDA 

• NCP work one-to-one  with key prospects 

• First NCP analysis -  

• Pilot Innovation voucher 

 



IRELAND – First Results 

 

79 Calls, March - Sept 2014 

1,618 applicants  /  260 successful =  16% success rate 

 

Total funding to IE:  €97m    1.46% 

Excellent Science  €36.8m  37.9% 

Industrial Leadership €29.5m  30.4% 

Societal Challenges €30.2m  31.1% 

 



First Results continued 
 Funding to Industry €19.1m 

 Funding to SME  €15.2m 

 ICT     €24m 

 MSCA    €13m 

 ERC     €19m 

 AgriFood    €11m (Marine €5m) 

 Health    €10m 

 

Compares favourable with Denmark, Finland and UK (pop adjusted) 



Phase 1 - Country distribution of proposals – top 10 

 IE – 18,4 % 
 IT – 6,8% 

 Proposals from 37 countries  
 IT – 18%  
 IE - 1,7% 



 

Enterprise Ireland leads on: 

• Horizon 2020 Implementation 

• Enterprise Europe Network 

• Knowledge Transfer Ireland 



 
 

Irish Support Network: 
www.horizon2020.ie 

http://www.horizon2020.ie/


Looking Forward 

 

• Analyse results and align focus of team  

• Continue influencing policy for Irish participants 

• Big projects – joint Agency approach 

• New national prioritisation report due 

• Profile Excellent Science and SME capability  



 
 Contact:  Evelyn Smith 

     Enterprise Ireland Brussels 

     M: +32 490 44 46 12 

     Evelyn.Smith@enterprise-Ireland.com 

     www.horizon2020.ie 
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